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BIBLIOLOGY and THEOLOGY PROPER
BAPTIST SEMINARY DR. LARRY R. OATS
Fall 2020

This course will examine the doctrines of the Bible (Bibliology) and of the
Godhead (Theology Proper), with special emphasis on general and special
revelation and the claims of revelation today; the doctrines of inspiration,
inerrancy and preservation of Scripture; the King James issue; the attributes
and unity of God; and a comparison of the God of the Bible with the gods of
this age.

COURSE TEXTBOOK: Millard Erickson. Christian Theology. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 2013. Third edition.

MBU INSTITUTIONAL OUTCOMES supported by this course:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Communication Skills: Students will demonstrate competence in written,
oral, and aesthetic communication.

Critical Thinking: Students will apply a framework for logical decision-
making in various contexts.

Biblical Knowledge: Students will acquire skills related to biblical study
methods, interpretation, and doctrine.

Biblical Application: Students will use discernment in moral situations
by applying biblical precepts and principles to contemporary issues.

COURSE GOALS:

1.

2.

3.

4.

To strengthen your understanding of the doctrine of the Bible, the doctrine
of God the Father, and present an introduction to Trinitarianism.

To enlarge your acquaintance with current literature on the doctrines of the
Bible, God the Father, and the Trinity.

To understand the questions raised concerning Theology Proper and
Bibliology and to be able to formulate answers based on biblical truth.

To assist you in developing your own Theology Proper and Bibliology.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1.

2.

You will develop your own general outline of Theology Proper and
Bibliology.

You will be able to recognize heresies which have developed concerning the
doctrines of God and the Bible and be able to defend orthodoxy from those
heresies.

You will learn how to answer questions which arise concerning the
doctrines of God and the Bible.



READING ASSIGNMENT:

1.
2.

3.

You must read chapters 6-17 of the textbook.

Reading must total 1200 pages, including the textbook and research for
your paper. Keep track of all reading and submit to the professor by the
end of the semester the author, title, beginning and ending pages read,
and total pages for each book or article you have read in the course of the
semester. Use the Excel or PDF reading report in the Research Module.
See the Course Chart for the due date.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

1.

Part of your work assignment will be to contribute to the exegetical
understanding of various passages of Scripture that relate to Bibliology
and Theology Proper. We will explain this as we go, but it is basically an
exegetical study of a key passage of Scripture (each student will have a
different passage) on Theology Proper and Bibliology.

You will write your own doctrinal statement on Theology Proper and
Bibliology. This should be approximately 8-10 pages in length and
supported with Scripture. It should represent primarily conclusions, not
arguments. It may be in outline or paragraph form, whichever is most
helpful for you. See the Course Chart for the due date.

You will write one devotional on Bibliology and one on Theology Proper.
See the Devotional Template in the Research module for instructions.

You will write a 20+ page paper dealing with one specific aspect of
Theology Proper or Bibliology. The topic must be approved by the
professor. Indicate the question you are addressing (about one page in
length), the biblical discussion of the issue in a biblical theology format
(about four-eight pages), the response to that question throughout church
history (about four-eight pages), the current issues revolving around that
issue (about one-two pages, unless the problem is specific to this time
period, which would be very rare), and finally your theology on the issue
(about two-four pages). These page lengths are approximations and may
be changed for your specific topic if the topic demands such a change.
a. Some notes on the paper:
i. Research should be from competent journals and scholarly
books.

ii. Research from quality websites is acceptable, but may not be
included in your reading page count or in your bibliography
count.

iii. The intended audience should be any responsible theologian
(therefore, you do not need to “pad” the paper with a lot of
background information).



iv.

A%

Turabian must be followed for form and documentation. A
sample paper and basic template are available for you in the
Research Module.

Use footnotes.

b. Grading will be based on:

1.
ii.

iii.

iv.

Vi.

thoroughness of research

comprehension of the doctrine and problems related to it
historically

skillful handling of the text of Scripture in explaining the
biblical theology

accuracy and fairness in representing historical and current
positions and opinions (do not misrepresent opposing
viewpoints)

development of a carefully expressed theological conclusion,
using the biblical and historical information presented in the
paper

ability to express yourself clearly and succinctly

c. Due Date: see the Course Chart.

TESTING

There will be a final exam, which will include material from class notes,
class discussion, and the reading. It will be posted on my.mbu.edu. See
the Course Chart for the due date.

GRADING SCALE
GRADING 94-100 A
Research Paper 30% 92-93 A-
Discussion and 15% 90-91 B+
Exegesis 85-89 B
Personal Theology 20% 83-84 B-
Final Exam 20% 81-82 C+
Reading 10% 75-80 C
Devotionals 5% 73-74 C-
64-72 D
0-63 F




The Seminary anticipates that you will perform your academic work in a
timely fashion. The development of time management skills while in
Seminary will greatly benefit you in the future, both in your personal life
and in your ministry. Ministry involves managing numerous activities at one
time. You are preparing for a life ministry that will focus primarily on
serving people. This demands a serious consideration of your own schedule
and the schedules of those whom you serve. To encourage you in the
development and strengthening of your time management skills, the
Seminary has established a Late Academic Work Policy. Work not turned
in on the day it is due will have its grade reduced 4% for each calendar
day that it is late. At the same time, the Seminary realizes that serious
extenuating circumstances, such as a lengthy illness or a death in the
family, may prevent some students from completing class projects on time.
Requests for appropriate extensions for these types of serious
circumstances may be made to the Seminary Academic Senate, via a written
petition submitted to the Seminary Office.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Laptops, tablets, and smartphones can be great tools in the classroom, but
they may also be an enormous distraction to you and your fellow students.
The use of electronic equipment in the classroom is a privilege, not a right.
If you are found to be misusing that privilege, you will lose it for the
remainder of the semester. Misuse could include using the device for
anything other than course-related applications. It is expected that
electronic communication devices be muted and out of sight for the class
period unless an application is being used for a course activity. Suitable
behavior regarding electronic devices is one way to show appropriate
consideration to your fellow students and instructor.

Examples of inappropriate use of electronic devices:

Texting

Taking photos

Web browsing

Reading or writing an email

Using an application that does not apply to the classroom experience

* & & o o



ACADEMIC SUCCESS CENTER

One source for academic help in any course is the Academic Success
Center. If you require specific targeted academic help for any reason contact
the Academic Success Center located in the Cedarholm Library.

ADA STATEMENT

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination
statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with
disabilities. Among other things, the law requires that all students with
disabilities be given a learning environment that provides for reasonable
accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability
requiring an accommodation, please contact the Academic Success Center
director at academicsuccess@mbu.edu.

CONTACTS

PROFESSOR:

Dr. Larry R. Oats
Office: 920-206-2324
E-mail: Oats@mbu.edu


mailto:academicsuccess@mbu.edu
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